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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
March 11, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present: Rob Zisko, Dave Long, Karen Bedics, Volker Oakey and John Oehler 
Also present: Scott MacNair, Esq. (Township Solicitor), David Nyman (Interim Township Manager) and Jason Wager 
(Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Oehler moved to approve the February 25, 2014 minutes as edited with typo corrections.  Mr. Oakey seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.   
 

Public Comment    
 
There was no public comment. 
 

Special Presentation 
 
Robert Loughery, Bucks County Commissioner Chairman, briefed the Board and audience on some of the current issues 
facing the Commissioners and County. 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

Open Space issues – Mr. Long discussed a handout with the Board about what portion of the Township’s Open Space tax 
revenue could be used for public improvements at the Peppermint Road park site.  State law has changed to allow limited 
amounts of dedicated monies to be used for improvements.  Mr. MacNair opined that the balance used for the calculation in 
fiscal year 2013 was the balance available at the end of the year, and not the limited to the revenue collected as of the 
effective date of the statute change.  The consensus of the Board was to discuss whether to use Township Open Space 
revenue as matching funds for the $111,000 DCED grant at the next meeting. 
 
 

Planning Matters   
 

There were no planning matters. 
 

Old Business   
 

There was no old business. 
 

New Business 
 

Consideration to hire a New Manager – Mr. Zisko reviewed the manager search process and introduced Mr. Michael 
Brown.  Mr. Oehler moved to hire Mr. Michael Brown as the Township Manager, Zoning Officer, Right-to-Know Officer and 
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Assistant Secretary/Treasurer and approve his Employment Agreement. Mr.  Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Hazardous Mitigation Participation – Mr. Nyman briefed the Board about the Bucks County Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Update.  He recommended the Township partner with Bucks County on this plan as it has done in the past. Mr. Oehler 
moved to approve Resolution 2014-05 indicating the Township’s desire to participate in the Bucks County planning 
process. Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
SALDO Lighting Amendment - Ms. Bedics moved to send the SALDO Lighting Ordinance Amendment to the Bucks 
County Planning Commission for their review. Mr.  Long seconded; the motion was rescinded and tabled for the next 
meeting until the Board received the other lighting ordinance from the Planning Commission to review.   
 

Correspondence 
 

Mr. Nyman reviewed all correspondence to the Board including a DVRPC – TCDI grant program, Springfield Township 
Historical Society Newsletter and Chronicles, PSATS News Bulletin, BCPC Annual Report of Review Activity for 2013 and a 
letter from Bucks County EMA stating the County did not qualify for Disaster Relief during our recent snow and ice storms. 
 
Mr. Nyman shared a letter from Lower Saucon Township requesting consideration of truck restrictions on Drifting Drive.  
The consensus of the Board was to respond to the letter stating Springfield Township did not believe the purported problem 
warranted restrictions; however, if Lower Saucon proceeded with traffic studies, the Board would be happy to consider the 
findings. 
 
Mr. Nyman shared a request from the Bucks County Department of Health for permission to treat the municipal properties 
for mosquito control.  Mr. Oehler moved to send a letter to proceed to the Bucks County Department of Health.  Mr. Oakey 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

Public Comment 
 
Township resident Barbara Lindtner, 2184 Springhouse Lane, asked the Board when the Township Manager transition 
would begin.  The Board stated Mr. Brown would start tomorrow.  She thanked Mr. Nyman for the brief time he spent at the 
Township and stated the Township was very fortunate to get him on board. 
 
Township resident Bill Ryker, 812 Ebert Road, recognized the outstanding job the Road Master and Road Department has 
done on the Township roads this winter.  He asked the Board to come and see what the water runoff, potholes and drainage 
on Ebert Road and other areas in the Township look like before everything starts to melt. 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 

Ms. Bedics stated the Cooks Creek Watershed Cleanup is Saturday, April 5.  The consensus of the Board was to authorize 
the Police Department to help the watershed association on this day. 
 
Each Board member thanked Mr. Nyman and stated he made a significant and positive impact on the Township during his 
relatively short tenure. 
 
Mr. Long asked the Board to reaffirm guidance to the Open Space Committee in relation to spending the remaining Open 
Space funds.  The Township has approximately $600,000 in County funds to spend and $1.2M in Township funds from the 
bond issue. He requested a short executive session prior to the next meeting to discuss potential real estate transactions.   
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Adjournment 
 

At 8:58 p.m., Mr. Oehler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Bedics seconded and the meeting was declared adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  March 25, 2014   
Approved:  March 25, 2014  


